
Printed on FSC certified paper containing 
100% recycled fibre processed Chlorine Free.

Vancouver Office: 102 - 70 Orwell Street, North Vancouver, BC V7J 3R5
Tel 604.669.7305 | Fax 604.669.9832 | Toll Free 1.888.822.3388   

Kamloops Office: 712 Mount Paul Way, Kamloops, BC V2H 1B5
Tel 250.377.7600 | Fax 250.377.7610 | Toll Free 1.888.388.4431

info@fness.bc.ca   www.fness.bc.ca

I n s i d e  J a n u a r y

• JIBC Foundation Awards for Justice and Public Safety

• Evacuation…Is Your Family Prepared?

• Emergency Services Profile: Whispering Pines/Clinton 
Indian Band Wildland Protection Services

• Emergency Preparedness & Response Meets Goals

• Forest Fuel Management – A Term Report

• Lytton First Nation Celebrates Emergency Management

• Past, Present and Future

• Fire Services Training

OUR Departments

• Emergency  Response

• Fire Services

• Forest Fuel Management

• Technical & Environmental

ForumA First Nations’ Public Safety 

January 2010 • Volume 3 • Issue 1

I 
am writing this article just before the 

December 2009 FNESS Board of Directors 

meeting. Looking back a year ago at the 

December 2008 Board meeting I realize how 

critical this meeting was to identifying the 

objectives FNESS completed in 2009. These 

tasks included the start of the strategic plan-

ning process, identification of the new head 

office site and critical management com-

ponents. Our Board asked for input from 

First Nations communities, FNESS staff and 

partner agencies. The Board completed the 2009-2013 strategic plan 

and presented it in June. 

In addition to the Board’s objectives in the strategic plan, the Board 

has focused on additional tasks including transparency by publishing the 

strategic plan, improved publication of Board meeting minutes, giving up 

the Board honorariums and supporting new initiatives that improve First 

Nations public safety. The Board has directed the development of man-

agement reporting systems that originates from the strategic plan and 

flows into operational and human resources management. Our strategic 

plan identifies an ongoing challenge; over 200 First Nations communities 

across the province and limited resources to provide services. The Board 

continues to recognize that without the commitment, expertise and diver-

sity of the FNESS staff this challenge would continue to grow. 

Like the staff, the FNESS Board also considers professional develop-

ment is an integral part to enhancing the Boards ability. The Board is work-

ing with consultants to enhance performance planning for the executive. 

The Board is also engaged in revising governance and executive limitation 

policy. In addition to the ongoing engagement directly with First Nations 

communities we are also proud to acknowledge the protocol agreement 

that was signed with the First Nations Leadership Council. The Board is 

also pleased to start a new relationship with the Aboriginal Firefighters 

Association of Canada (AFAC), FNESS has assumed the management du-

A Message from the FNESS President
ties for AFAC and looks forward to collaboration on many future projects.

As I noted earlier, the Board is constantly reminded by looking back 

how the decisions and directives can has a big impact on the future of 

FNESS. The Board is always looking for input from First Nations commu-

nities. The next AGM is six months away but all of the Board members 

encourage your feedback before then. On behalf of the FNESS Board 

of Directors and staff we hope 2010 is a wonderful year and we look 

forward to the ongoing engagement with First Nation communities.

by Pernell Marchand

T
hank you to everyone who took part in train-

ing during 2009. It has been a successful 

year with hundreds of students participat-

ing in 87 training courses that included Wildland 

Fire Fighting, Critical Incident Stress Management, 

Emergency Medical and Fire Fighting. Your sug-

gestions and ideas submitted via the feedback 

forms have been complied and will be integrated 

into our future training plans. The 2010 training 

schedule will be published and released following 

confirmation of our budgets in the spring. During 

the remainder of the winter, we will endeavor to 

meet training requests. We look forward to work-

ing with you to expand the knowledge and safety 

of our membership.	 by Emma Hull

D
uring the month of August, wildfires raged throughout the 

Fraser Canyon and Lillooet region. Early in the evening of 

Thursday, August 6, residents of the seventeen and eighteen 

mile reserves on Lytton’s westside were 

issued with evacuation orders; no-one 

knew how long the evacuation would 

be in effect. The evacuation order was 

rescinded twenty days later, on Tuesday, 

August 25. Throughout the evacuation, 

community members consistently pulled 

together, providing each other with un-

wavering support and strength. Prior to 

the residents returning home, community members formed crews to 

clean up their homes and deliver bottled water. 

On October 27, 2009, members of Lytton First Nation gathered 

together to pay tribute to the community members, volunteers and fire 

fighters who protected homes threatened by the Intlpam fire. During T
he Just ice Inst i tute of BC (J IBC) 

foundation raises funds to provide 

scholarships and bursaries, and to 

purchase equipment and learning tools. The 

foundation’s annual fundraising gala celebrates 

the contributions of a number of British 

Columbians to justice and public safety across 

the province. Co-chaired by Foundation Board 

members Karen Baker-MacGrotty and Marvin 

Storrow, QC, the 2009 Gala took place on 

December 2, at the Fairmont Hotel Vancouver. 

The  h ighest  acco lade in  the  J IBC 

foundation awards for public safety, the Dr. 

Joseph H. Cohen Award, is presented to 

an individual who has made a significant 

contribution to public safety in the province 

of British Columbia. The 2009 award was 

presented to Chief Mark Wedge, Carcross 

Tagish First Nation. Chief Wedge has worked 

internationally in conflict resolution and 

community justice. He is an experienced Tlingit 

circlekeeper, a talent he has practiced for 20 

years in both communities and corporate 

organizations. Chief Wedge believes that every 

solution to every problem is in our community, 

and that we need to identify the right 

framework and approach to find solutions. 

He promotes the importance of happy cultural 

community events to demonstrate healthy 

patterns and break the unhealthy patterns 

that have evolved. 

His tireless promotion of aboriginal 

JIBC Foundation Awards for Justice and Public Safety Lytton First Nation Celebrates Emergency Management
the day, the community hosted a Fall Information Session, which in-

cluded displays and presentations from Lytton staff. The day concluded 

with a feast to thank volunteers and fire fighters. Blaine Wiggins and 

Emma Hull were honored to attend the 

feast on behalf of FNESS. 

Chaired by Emergency Coordinator 

Christine Brown and Band Administrator 

Rita McKay, the busy banquet was 

a wonderful evening during which 

impacted families, volunteers and fire 

fighters were recognized and presented 

with commemorative t-shirts and roses 

in thanks for their contributions. 

Tribute was paid to helicopter pilot Robert Woodhead, who tragi-

cally lost his life on August 14 while working the Intlpam fire. The event 

showcased the indefatigable community resiliency that has been prac-

ticed by First Nations since time immemorial.	 by Emma Hull

economic deve lopment opportuni t ies 

was integral to his role as Chief Lands 

Claims Negotiator for Carcross Tagish First 

Nation, President of the Yukon First Nation 

Development Corporation, and Chairperson of 

däna Näye Ventures. FNESS staff were proud 

to be seated at Chief Wedge’s table during the 

gala and would like to take this opportunity to 

congratulate him on his achievement and to 

thank him for his inspirational work.

The Heroes and Rescue Award, which 

recognizes heroic action in a time of crisis, 

was presented to emergency serv ices 

personnel and others who protected lives 

and communities threatened by forest and 

interface fires throughout BC in 2009. The 

leaders of eight organizations were invited on 

stage together to receive the awards on behalf 

of their agency personnel:

• First Nations’ Emergency Services (FNESS)

• Fire Chief’s Association of BC (FCABC)

• BC Ambulance Service (BCAS)

• Conair Group Ltd

• Ministry of Forest and Range (MoFR)

• Office of the Fire Commissioner (OFC)  
	 & Emergency Management

• Provincial Emergency Program (PEP)

• Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP)  
	 E Division

by Emma Hull

Fire Services Training

A
s the Technical and Environmental Services (T&ES) Department enters into 

our final quarter of our fiscal 2009/2010 year, we measure our progress 

against our goals for this year. 

We are pleased to report that all of our community projects that moved forward 

this year have been successful! The challenges that we encountered this year receiv-

ing funding (to begin our northern projects prior to snowfall) have brought to light 

our need to restructure our funding processes. With this discovery and the changes it 

has brought about, we will be better able to plan and deliver our work on a schedule 

that suits all of you — our communities and partners. 

T&ES will spend the remaining three 

months of this fiscal year reviewing 

proposals for next year and submitting 

final reports from this year. We will be 

reviewing ongoing projects, lining up 

contractors and consultants, laboring 

over budgets, and securing funding 

for future projects. We look forward to 

working with some of you in the near 

future. As always, we are here if you 

have any environmental inquiries 

or questions relating to the 

services we provide.  

by Carolyn Stock

Past, Present and Future

www.fness.bc.ca

Inaugural Vancouver Island First Nations 
Emergency Coordinators Meeting
A group of First Nations communities met at the Stz’uminus First Nations 

hosted by Casey Larochelle to start the dialogue to develop a Vancouver 

Island First Nations Emergency Coordinators group. The meeting identi-

fied current challenges and issues. This hopefully is the start of a province 

wide association that will focus on emergency management and emer-

gency preparedness. The next scheduled meeting will be in Nanaimo 

February 26, 2010, graciously hosted by Regional District of Nanaimo at 

their offices located at 6300 Hammond Bay Road in Nanaimo. All Island 

and Coastal First Nations communities are invited to attend. Additional 

information related to this meeting will be sent to each community in 

early January.	 by Blaine Wiggins

A New Look for the Third Year
Our monthly newsletter is taking on a new look, feel and name. This 

is our third year of publishing the monthly newsletter and to start the 

2010-year we have included our corporate colours in the Newsletter. 

The new name “Forum” literally means an exchange of ideas and in-

formation. We look forward to more highlights from our communities 

and exchanging information about public safety and emergency services 

initiatives that are working well. We welcome articles, submission and 

promotion of events from individual communities.	 by Blaine Wiggins

Lytton First Nation Emergency Coordinator Christine Brown and 
Band Administrator Rita McKay chair a recognition banquet.

Students take part in an introductory fire 
fighter training course in Terrace, B.C.
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Representatives of the eight agencies presented with the 2009 Heroes and Rescue Award. Chief Ian Campbell, Squamish Nation, honors Chief Marc Wedge, 
Carcross Tagish First Nation. 
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Pernell Marchand, 
FNESS President

Squamish First Nation Chief, Ian Campbell 
helps the FNESS team to celebrate 
receiving the Justice Institute Foundation’s 
Heroes and Rescue Award.
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FNESS’ 2009/2010 Environmental Project Sites

Ph
ot

o:
 E

m
m

a 
H

ul
l

Ph
ot

o:
 K

ar
a 

C
uu

ni
ng

ha
m




