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A Message from the Executive Director

elcome to the first monthly

newsletter produced by FNESS.

The objective of this newsletter is
to create a forum for emergency preparedness
for our communities, written by our people.
FNESS’s history began in 1986 when First
Nations' people dedicated to the cause of fire
and life safety established an organization
called the Society of Native Indian Fire Fighters
of BC (SNIFF). As the organization evolved,
so did its mandate to include healthier and
safer communities, and in 1994, SNIFF was
renamed FNESS to reflect the organization’s
greater range of services.

Traditional teachings about the history of
our communities describe our people as having
very structured social, governance, cultural,
spiritual, land stewardship and inter-nation
trading systems. Anthropologists have verified
the existence
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ocus on emergency management has intensified

in the last seven years, partly due to changes in
legislation at the provincial and federal levels, the

of complex and often large communities at
the same geographical location for thousands
of years. Many believe this longevity and
sophistication could only have been possible
with distinct and highly developed community
planning and emergency planning abilities.

Many components of an emergency plan
need to be researched and practiced, and before
any plan can be adequately implemented,
people need to be trained. Many First Nations
communities have noted that elements of an
emergency plan are similar (or the same) as
what routinely happens in our communities:
hosting and feeding many people on short
notice, sharing food and water, taking care of
elders, and welcoming strangers in crisis. Many
non-First Nations communities need to plan and
practice these functions that come as a normal
part of our current and historical customs.
In conclusion, this newsletter continues
our First Nation’s tradition of performing
emergency preparedness since
time immemorial.

Blaine Wiggins

9-11 crisis of 2001, and firestorm, flood and disaster
events on the international stage. The science and

training for emergency management has been in

place for decades, often marginalized and under
funded. There has also been a significant increase in

FNESS

DEPARTMENTS

emergency management’s ability to link mitigation and

preparedness costs with post-disaster savings. While this
e Environmental &
Technical Services

trend has increased resources for emergency planning

and mitigation, the resources required remain scarce.
* Mountain Pine

FNESS believes this newsletter can provide an invaluable c
Beetle Initiative

forum for collaboration and cooperation with other :
o Fire & Emergency

agencies, organizations and First Nations communities . e
Medical Training

involved in emergency management. It will allow its readers
* Emergency

Preparedness
& Response

to network, debrief incidents, identify current trends in
emergency management, spotlight mitigation projects, and
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highlight upcoming training opportunities, conferences and
awareness campaigns.
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Collateral Effects of an Incident —

he Coldwater Band near Merritt

felt the effects of the Coquihalla

chemical spill on April 29, 2008,
that closed down the Coquihalla Highway.
The initial concern of water contamination
was attended to as emergency crews
scrambled to ensure the chemical did not
reach the Coldwater River. Things quickly
compounded as the Coldwater road was
used as a bypass. The two lane road with
tight turns that runs through the middle of

the Coldwater reserve created safety concerns within the community.
The road quickly showed its limitations. A second accident involving a

A FNESS vehicle gets a front-line view
of the flooding at Mt. Currie.

Diesel fuel and animal parts compound the spill up
river from the Coldwater Band.

It's Spring, It Floods!

he Lil'wat First Nations at Mount Currie

got one of the first calls of Freshet

2008. PEP, INAC and FNESS geared
up for the May long weekend. Behind the
scenes forecast updates are monitored and
updated from PEP to INAC and FNESS. FNESS
made contact with numerous communities
across the province to provide information
and advise about water monitoring. With
forecasts and heavy indicators of flood activity,
FNESS dispatched Daren Mini, Coordinator of
FEMT (A/Senior Response Officer), to Lil'wat

Coldwater Indian Band

diesel tanker and a transport truck collision
caused the second threat to water ways.
With the exception of water contamination,
the accidents caused collateral impact
to the Coldwater Band. On post debrief,
the Coldwater Band identified several
key areas to improve standard operating
procedures within their emergency plan,
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and with external agencies including PEP,
Ministry of Environment and the RCMP.
Generally emergency plans identify direct

risks. When you review your plan consider indirect incidents, standard
operating procedures and resource allocation.

First Nations on Monday morning (May 19).
Our contact, Daniel Sailland from the Lil'wat
First Nations, coordinated the Bands efforts,
assisted by local ESS response and FNESS. One
home was evacuated with an additional seven
homes threatened before the water resided.

By the end of the long weekend, Lower
Similkameen Indian Band near Keremeos also
experienced local flooding. The majority of PEP
regional zones were actively monitoring high
water near 20 other First Nation communities
and relaying updates to INAC and FNESS.

Emergency Response Institute (Eri)
— Calgary Conference 2008

he ERI, a non-profit organization with a mandate to support
emergency management and search and rescue held its
2008 conference in Calgary on May 2-4. The conference
is inexpensive and provides a great forum to network and learn
from experienced emergency responders who have been deployed

with conference participants.

Calgary Fire Dept. USAR-2
demonstrates their equipment.

to large events such as Hurricane Rita & Katrina, the Edmonton
Tornado and the Air Crash at Lokerby, Scotland. The Calgary Fire
Department hosted and also participated in the conference with
equipment from the Calgary USAR-2 (one of five national USAR
teams), Calgary Police helicopter and STARS helicopter.

Edmaonton Tornado
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Lessons from the boots on the ground.



"Chehalis First Nations
Exercises Their

Chehalis First Nations
briefs participants and
observers pre-exercise.

The April 9, 2008
Chehalis First Nation
Emergency exercise.

Photos: Blaine Wiggins

The Provincial
Emergency Program

s FNESS launches our Forest Fire
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Season 2008 preparedness project,
eachcommunityandhouseholdneeds
to be prepared. The Provincial Emergency
Program (PEP) website offers a wide range of
current information, resources and links to

support preparing households. Always have
a minimum of three days food and water, bedding and clothes.
Keep medical information, prescriptions and contact information handy.
For at-risk populations, always try to have a minimum of a week supply of
special items like medical prescriptions and baby food. As we prepare for
the fire season, we encourage communities and households to visit the
PEP website and access resources like the Home Owners FireSmart Manual.
In addition to wildland fires, PEP has important information links including:
e Wildlife Interface
e Backcountry Accidents

e Disease Outbreaks
e Landslides

e Avalanches

e HAZMAT and Spills
e \/olcanoes

e Earthquakes

e Tsunamis

¢ Weather Events
¢ Drought ¢ Flooding

www.pep.bc.ca
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Preparing for
Forest Fire
Season 2008

s we prepare this newsletter, we are
busy responding to the upcoming
forest fire season. As you read
this article, our fire interface preparedness
mitigation project will be well underway. Our
philosophy of collaboration and cooperation
has been put into play — this project involves
three of our departments: the Mountain
Pine Beetle Initiative (MPBI), the Fire &
Emergency Medical Training Department
and the Emergency Preparedness &
Response Department. A FNESS emergency
responder will be visiting communities
identified as high-risk to review emergency
plans, provide on-sight assessment of fuel
management issues, identify mitigation
opportunities and provide S-100 Forest Fire
Suppression training.
The MPBI and the Ministry of Forests
— Protection Branch have identified
communities that have an increased risk
of interface fire activity. Using this data
and Community Wildfire Protection Plans
(CWPP), our field response personnel will
further identify ground mitigation for
the protection of homes and community
assets. Each community’s emergency
plan, evacuation plan and emergency
social services capacity will be reviewed,
and if required, additional training will be
identified. At the communities request,
S-100 Forest Fire Suppression training will
be provided. As we roll into summer, and
communities prepare, we will hope that cool
weather and safety prevails. If we do face
threats, an Emergency Response Officer and
emergency response unit will be positioned
in Kamloops to support communities during
the 2008 fire season. Additional personnel
and emergency response units will be
repositioned in the province as required.



Justice Institute of BC
— Emergency Management Division

To register for online courses directly with the JIBC,
contact the Emergency Management Division
toll-free at 1-888-251-5230,
or on the web at www.jibc.bc.ca/emergency.

The Fire & Emergency Medical
Training Department (FEMT)

hrough our affiliation with the Justice Institute of BC (JIBC),
the FEMT Department offers training in a variety of fire and life

safety programs designed for all levels of the community (chief

Available training:

¢ Governance workshops to augment
emergency services capacity

e Critical incident stress training
® Emergency medical training
e Fire chief workshops

e Firefighter training

Provincial Emergency Program (Pep)

— Emergency Management Training Schedule

ach year PEP’s six Provincial Emergency Program Regional
offices (Victoria, Surrey, Kamloops, Nelson, Prince George
and Terrace) evaluate local training needs and schedule JIBC
Emergency Management training at various locations. These programs
require completion of Introduction to Emergency Management in BC
and Emergency Operations Centre (EOC)1, available through the JIBC
as a self study or on-line course. FNESS will also be scheduling these
courses at regional and community sessions. Training is scheduled
in the spring and fall to avoid busy operational periods. PEP covers

First Nations’ Emergency Services

Society of British Columbia

1257 - 409 Granville Street
Vancouver BCV6C 1T2
Telephone 604.669.7305
Fax 604.669.9832
Toll Free 1.888.822.3388
info@fness.bc.ca

www.fness.bc.ca

FIRST NATIONS’

the cost of training; however,
transportation and lodging are
theresponsibilityof participants.
Each region schedules and
accepts applications for each
course. For application forms,

and council, fire departments, first responders, schools and community
members). Visit our website for a listing of scheduled training in your
community, or participate in scheduled training at a community near you.

e Wildland firefighting training

e Community fire and life
safety program

e School fire education program

* Emergency management
training
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regional contacts and current training schedules, visit:

* www.pep.bc.caltraining/PEP_Training_Sched.pdf or

o www.fness.bc.ca

Notice of Annual General Meeting
of the First Nations’ Emergency Services Society of BC

Society Number S — 32663

Friday June 20, 2008 at 10 am

This year’s meeting will be held at

Adams Lake Recreation & Conference Centre

6349 Chief Jules Drive, Chase, BC

In accordance with the Society Act of British Columbia and the First Nations’ Emergency
Services Society (FNESS) of British Columbia’s constitution and by-laws, the Society
will be holding its Annual General Meeting (AGM) for the purposes of reviewing
the Society’s audited financial statement for the 2007/2008 fiscal year, electing two
Directors, and other business of the Society. The Directors shall be elected for three (3)
year terms from June 20, 2008 to the year 2011 AGM.
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