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the quarterly responder

university of Windsor Humanitarian project

Windsor Lancers Men’s Hockey team visit tk’emlúps te secwépemc and the nicola valley

fness was humbled and honoured to coordinate a humanitarian project with the university of 

Windsor (u of W) Men’s Hockey team and unifor national. Between august 27 and september 1, the 

group helped repair first nation band members homes and property that were impacted by the 

2021 wildfire and flood events, and recent mudslides in the nicola valley. 

accompanied by dr. Beverly Jacobs - u of W senior advisor to the president on indigenous relations 

and outreach, the group paid their respects at the Kamloops indian residential school monument 

and sacred site. the team took part in an opening ceremony at the shulus powwow arbour; 

repaired a basement, built a shed and a fence in Merritt; re-built a corral at 14 Mile ranch in 

shackan that was destroyed by the flood; and shoveled mud from a slide that devastated the BarfX 

ranch. the hockey team also offered a hockey academy to local first nation youth and presented 

their community outreach programs, ‘Lancers skate against Hate,’ ‘Lancers shutout domestic 

violence,’ and ‘Lancers against Bullying.’ 

“i can assure you that this trip has had a profound impact on everyone on the trip. from start to 

finish it’s been an education.” - Kevin Hamlin, u of W Men’s Hockey team Head coach    
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executive director’s update

Wayne schnitzler

this past fire season was fortunately not as extreme as we all know things 

can get, but that does not mean that fness slowed down. all departments 

were busy engaging with communities across the province, responding to 

wildfires of note and proactively planning for emergency situations. there 

is an urgent need for all organizations to move into advanced planning 

versus response in these uncertain times and we strive to continually 

improve our services so we can support in any way necessary. 

We have also been focusing our resources on increasing our technical 

ability to support communities in preparing and mitigating as we all face an 

uncertain future born of the climate crisis. 

fness is committed to the work ahead of us and to decreasing the impacts of the extreme weather 

events and disasters we have been experiencing. Let’s look forward and continue this important 

work together.

Manager updates

recovery and eMergency support services

Bob Mills

the recovery and essential support services (ess) department has had the 

privilege of assisting some of our first nation (fn) communities whom 

experienced evacuations this last flood and fire season, to transition from 

canadian red cross (crc) ess support to their own community led ess 

program. through the generosity of donors, we have delivered 72hr grab 

and go bags to communities who have either experienced evacuations or 

on evacuation alert in the recent past.

our engagement with communities has brought us to the far north of our 

province, as well as some of our remote and isolated communities in the 

caribou and central coast. each were introduced to the programs and 

supports available to them from our department and all of fness.

fness recovery and ess is available to provide training to fn communities in the area of recovery 

or ess either in person or via Zoom.

for any questions or further information please call me direct at: 250-457-1694 or by email: 

bmills@fness.bc.ca

also, please consider joining fness’ online training sessions every thursday from 10:00 am – 12:00 

pm via Zoom. simply send your request by email to: bedwards@fness.bc.ca 

Learn about emergency management from home or office.

thank you for supporting us in the delivery of emergency Management that is culturally appropriate 

and indigenous focused.

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/safety/emergency-management/local-emergency-programs/assessment-analysis/first-time-login-hrva-tool
mailto:bmills@fness.bc.ca
mailto:bedwards@fness.bc.ca
mailto:bedwards@fness.bc.ca
mailto:bedwards@fness.bc.ca
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2022-2023 FNESS and 

Indigenous Services Canada

on-reserve operational fuel 

treatment, on-reserve 

firesmarttM and neW on-

reserve cultural Burning 

revitalization and prescribed 

fire programs

applications for this program being 

accepted october 3, 2022.

the fness-indigenous services 

canada (isc) on-reserve 

operational fuel treatment, on-

reserve firesmart, and neW on-

reserve cultural Burning 

revitalization and prescribed fire 

programs are three separate 

program streams that are managed 

by fness. grant administration is 

provided by fness with provision 

of funding by isc. 

these related initiatives support 

first nation communities to 

mitigate risk from wildfire in the 

Wildland urban interface (Wui) and 

identify cultural burn areas, 

develop prescriptions and burn 

plans, and/or work with the Bc 

Wildfire service to develop these 

plans to conduct the burns. 

reserve lands are eligible for 

funding.

for more information visit 

https://www.fness.bc.ca/core-

programs/mitigation/indigenous-

services-canada-isc or scan the Qr 

code.

Mitigation

Quentin nelson, fit

Weyt-k, Hello. 

since our april transition from the 

forest fuel Management 

department to the Mitigation 

department, we have been able to 

further define the ‘divisions’ within 

Mitigation to continue delivering 

expanded services to Bc first 

nation communities. this not only 

provides more opportunity for 

nations to increase their 

community resiliency and reduce 

their wildfire risk, but it also contributes to capacity building. 

the current divisions are forest fuel Management, cultural 

and prescribed fire, Wildfire training and development, and 

firesmarttM. We have recently hired the fness provincial 

firesmart coordinator who is set to join our team at the end 

of september. as we continue to grow, so will our services, 

and ultimately the support we are able to provide to nations.

With the cooler weather upon us, it is an opprtune time to 

start making your home and community more fire resilient. 

visit https://firesmartbc.ca/ for firesmart Bc tips. 

We look forward to serving and being involved with our Bc 

first nation communities and welcome you to contact us at 

mitigation@fness.bc.ca. 

the Mitigation team is comprised of the following:

caleb rempel, tft Mitigation Liaison

cathy MacKenzie, rpf Mitigation specialist

darrick andrew, Bnrs Mitigation Liaison

dave pascal, cultural and prescribed fire specialist

Harry spahan, rft cultural and prescribed fire Keeper (casual)

Karen alexandre, administrative coordinator

Larry price, rpf Mitigation specialist

Marc aymerich-casas, fit Mitigation Liaison

neil findlay, rpf Bighorn adventures Ltd. (contractor)

owen price, rft Mitigation specialist

rob Bosse, Wildfire specialist

robert Mitchell, rpf Mitigation specialist

vic upshaw, cultural and prescribed fire specialist

https://www.fness.bc.ca/core-programs/mitigation/indigenous-services-canada-isc
https://www.fness.bc.ca/core-programs/mitigation/indigenous-services-canada-isc
https://www.fness.bc.ca/core-programs/mitigation/indigenous-services-canada-isc
https://firesmartbc.ca/
https://firesmartbc.ca/
https://firesmartbc.ca/
mailto:mitigation@fness.bc.ca
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decision support

Brenden Mercer

decision support is the analytics arm of fness. using tools and technology, 

our department works to make life easier for the entire organization.

decision support works in assignments to support the four pillars of 

emergency management: preparedness, Mitigation, response and 

recovery. 

services provided internally include data design and planning; data 

visualization through maps, graphs and map layers; analytics; alerts; and 

reports. additionally, decision support provides administrative services and 

training for fness' Lightship and arcgis platforms.

scan the Qr code to upload the fness public information sharing mapping tool.

the decision support team is comprised of the following:

tammy dong - administrative coordinator

carmichael Howes - recovery

guyu Lin - environment and climate change

Jenny Lin - preparedness 

nathan Wisla - Mitigation

preparedness and response

Brenden Mercer (interim Manager)

the preparedness and response team have had a very busy third quarter working with first nation 

communities in response to the wildfires of note in penticton, Lytton, Hope and Hudson’s Hope. We 

continue to deliver emergency operation center kits to communities. if you have not received a kit 

yet, please reach out to Bernadine edwards at bedwards@fness.bc.ca. in preparation for winter 

storms and spring freshet, we are planning internally and working with communities to prepare for 

and respond to potential incidents. We continue to assist communities with updating Hazard risk 

vulnerability assessments and critical emergency plans so that our nations are better equipped for 

an emergency. our team also coordinated an indigenous information session via zoom to assist 

communities with applying for the disaster risk reduction - climate adaptation funding stream 

under the community emergency preparedness fund.

the preparedness and response team is comprised of:

alison Lomon - regional preparedness and response specialist

austin Baldwin - on-call casual

Bernadine edwards - administrative coordinator

casey Larochelle - regional preparedness and response specialist

devyn forsyth – on-call casual

Jamie svendsen – interim Manager (as of mid-september)

Kaye Bright - regional preparedness and response specialist

Mark Blue - on-call casual

trey Hale - regional preparedness and response specialist

trudy peterson - regional preparedness and response specialist

mailto:bedwards@fness.bc.ca
mailto:bedwards@fness.bc.ca
mailto:bedwards@fness.bc.ca


FNESS is pleased to announce that we are offering FREE on-line Emergency 

Management courses every Thursday 10:00 am - 12:00 pm. 

COURSE SCHEDULE

September 29 and October 6: Incident Command System

October 13 and 20: Emergency Operation Centre Basics

October 27 and November 3: Emergency Operations Centre (EOC) Director

November 10 and 17: Liaison Officer

November 24 and December 1: Information Officer

December 8 and 15: Safety/Risk Management Officer

January 5 and 12: Planning

January 19 and 26: Operations

February 2 and 9: Logistics

February 16 and 23: Finance

If you are interested in attending or require more information, please contact 

Bernadine Edwards at bedwards@fness.bc.ca
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training

Jim Macdonald

the training team formally began on april 1st of this year. so much has 

happened since then with the hiring of two additional experienced 

training officers which has expanded our ability to deliver timely, effective, 

and applicable emergency management training. since april we directly 

delivered training to over 30 first nations.

in addition, we delivered in-community joint training, with the following 

partners: 

• 6 regional districts

• 5 neighbouring local authorities

• emergency Management Bc

• Health emergency Management Bc

• first nations Health authority

• indigenous services canada

• Bc Wildfire service

• Bc ambulance service

• rcMp

• Bc conservation officer service 

• Bc parks 

some of our training was delivered Just-in-time. that is to say, that when an emergency incident 

occurred in a nation that had not had a chance to previously train, our team brought applicable 

training to them while the incident was still developing.

out trainers also deliver weekly scheduled on-line offerings (see schedule below). Most sessions 

have more than 30 participants. some of those participants are experienced emergency program 

coordinators who often share their experiences from actual emergency incidents.

Looking ahead, we plan to deliver custom online courses to individual first nations’, facilitate 

tabletop and functional exercises, develop regional emergency program coordinator boot camps, 

deliver a 10 part emergency support services course, and create an emergency preparedness public 

education program to help communities get “the word out.”

mailto:bedwards@fness.bc.ca
mailto:bedwards@fness.bc.ca
mailto:bedwards@fness.bc.ca
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this years’ fire prevention Week (fpW) theme, fire Won’t Wait. plan your escape., puts the spotlight 

on getting out of the home quickly and safely should a fire occur.

the fness fire services department has sent out physical packages that include resources and 

materials to all Bc first nations’ band offices, fire departments, schools and daycare/preschools. 

they can be downloaded at https://www.fness.bc.ca/core-programs/fire-services/fire-

prevention-week to be used during fpW and beyond. 

We are continuing to work in partnership with Bcftoa, ofc, Bc firefighters Burn fund, fpoaBc, 

and the fcaBc for the provincial contest. the annual fpW contest is open to all students from K-12 

who are attending an indigenous, public or independent school in Bc. fness has included 

instructions on how to enter the contest on our website and in the packages mailed out.

throughout the year fness works with schools in first nation communities to promote fire safety 

education. to request a public fire and Life safety presentation in your community, or if you have 

any questions regarding fpW, please contact ajuma@fness.bc.ca 

fire services

nathan combs

My name is nathan combs, i am from the gitxsan nation in northern Bc, 

and recently have taken on the role as the fire services Manager. i am 

coming to fness with over twenty years of structural and wildland 

firefighting experience and have worked extensively with first nation 

communities fire departments. i am passionate about fire safety and will 

bring this motivation into my new role here with fness.

one of the first priorities we as a department are undertaking is to 

update all our deliverables that we bring to communities. our goal is to 

make the content and course material we offer more relatable and 

accessible to those we serve. 

one of the objectives with this year’s fire prevention Week was bringing on a first nations artist to 

supply artwork for all of our content, this is an effort to celebrate and indigenize the resources we 

bring to all of the nations. 

i am very honoured to be in this role as fire services Manager, we have a very passionate group of 

individuals that will continue to work hard to help keep communities safe with their experience and 

dedication. We all look forward to being a progressive and inclusive department. 

fire services is comprised of the following: 

alisha Juma - administrator coordinator dan Heaton - fire services officer

Brian Lauzon - fire services officer emerson adolph - fire services officer

chris turner - fire services officer

Fire Prevention Week
october 9-15, 2022 Artwork created by Michelle Stoney

https://www.fness.bc.ca/core-programs/fire-services/fire-prevention-week
https://www.fness.bc.ca/core-programs/fire-services/fire-prevention-week
https://www.fness.bc.ca/core-programs/fire-services/fire-prevention-week
https://www.fness.bc.ca/core-programs/fire-services/fire-prevention-week
https://www.fness.bc.ca/core-programs/fire-services/fire-prevention-week
https://www.fness.bc.ca/core-programs/fire-services/fire-prevention-week
https://www.fness.bc.ca/core-programs/fire-services/fire-prevention-week
https://www.fness.bc.ca/core-programs/fire-services/fire-prevention-week
https://www.fness.bc.ca/core-programs/fire-services/fire-prevention-week
https://www.fness.bc.ca/core-programs/fire-services/fire-prevention-week
https://www.fness.bc.ca/core-programs/fire-services/fire-prevention-week
https://www.fness.bc.ca/core-programs/fire-services/fire-prevention-week
https://www.fness.bc.ca/core-programs/fire-services/fire-prevention-week
https://www.fness.bc.ca/core-programs/fire-services/fire-prevention-week
https://www.fness.bc.ca/core-programs/fire-services/fire-prevention-week
https://www.fness.bc.ca/core-programs/fire-services/fire-prevention-week
https://www.fness.bc.ca/core-programs/fire-services/fire-prevention-week
https://www.fness.bc.ca/core-programs/fire-services/fire-prevention-week
mailto:ajuma@fness.bc.ca
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community visits

fness visiting and supporting communities across the province.

COMMUNITY RESILIENCY INVESTMENT PROGRAM

firesmarttM community funding and supports

applications for this program will be accepted starting october 1, 2022 for the 2023 intake.

the firesmart community funding and supports program provides funding to local 

governments and first nations in Bc to increase community resiliency by 

undertaking community-based firesmart planning and activities that reduce the 

community's risk from wildfire. 

a webinar will be held on thursday, october 13, 2022 to help returning and new 

applicants understand the changes to the program. 

for more information visit https://www.ubcm.ca/cri/firesmart-community-funding-supports or 

scan the Qr code.

https://www.ubcm.ca/cri/firesmart-community-funding-supports
https://www.ubcm.ca/cri/firesmart-community-funding-supports
https://www.ubcm.ca/cri/firesmart-community-funding-supports
https://www.ubcm.ca/cri/firesmart-community-funding-supports
https://www.ubcm.ca/cri/firesmart-community-funding-supports
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F N E S S - T E A M S
F i r s t N a t i o n s H e l p i n g F i r s t N a t i o n s

Wildland firefighter training available

download application form at https://www.fness.bc.ca/resources/news/fness-wildland-firefighter-

training-available

any questions, please contact Quentin nelson at qnelson@fness.bc.ca

send completed applications to ffminfo@fness.bc.ca 

2023/24 in-person emergency Management JiBc training application - noW open

eMBc is accepting applications from indigenous communities and local governments wanting to host in-

person emergency Management training that is delivered by the Justice institute of Bc (JiBc) and funded by 

eMBc. this application process is to request courses that would be hosted between april 1, 2023 to March 

31, 2024.

information about becoming a host community and how to apply can be found here: 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/safety/emergency-management/local-emergency-programs/em-

training-program/host-communities.

if you are interested in applying to be a host community, please submit the online form by november 17, 

2022. once the deadline is passed, each regional office will assess the applications they receive and identify 

what indigenous communities and local governments will host training based on multiple considerations. 

Host communities will be notified mid-february 2023, with dates and more details.

for additional information and questions, please contact Kevin tulip, emergency Management training 

specialist, eMBc at kevin.tulip@gov.bc.ca. 

https://www.fness.bc.ca/resources/news/fness-wildland-firefighter-training-available
https://www.fness.bc.ca/resources/news/fness-wildland-firefighter-training-available
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mailto:qnelson@fness.bc.ca
mailto:qnelson@fness.bc.ca
mailto:ffminfo@fness.bc.ca
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the great British columbia shake out

province-wide earthquake drill on october 20, 2022 at 10:20 am

Join millions of people worldwide in the annual shakeout. this 

is an opportunity for you to practice earthquake safety: “drop, 

cover, and Hold on.”  

you, your community, your school, or your organization is 

encouraged to review and update your emergency 

preparedness plans and supplies, and to secure your space by 

identifying hazards and securing moveable items.  

for more information and to register for the great British 

columbia shake out visit https://www.shakeoutbc.ca/  

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS 

AND BUSINESS CONTINUITY CONFERENCE

Facing Climate Change - A Hard Look at Disaster Reduction

the emergency preparedness and Business continuity conference is a 

conference that brings together topics of importance to emergency 

management and the business communities. 

november 7-10, 2022

sheraton Wall centre Hotel, vancouver

information and registration

https://www.epbcconference.ca/

https://www.shakeoutbc.ca/
https://www.shakeoutbc.ca/
https://www.shakeoutbc.ca/
https://www.shakeoutbc.ca/
https://www.shakeoutbc.ca/
https://www.epbcconference.ca/
https://www.epbcconference.ca/
https://www.epbcconference.ca/
https://www.epbcconference.ca/
https://www.epbcconference.ca/
https://www.epbcconference.ca/
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for more information please contact:

First Nations’ Emergency Services Society

Kamloops Office

tk’emlúps te secwépemc (ttes) traditional territory 

a274 Halston road, Kamloops, Bc  v2H 1p7

tel: 250.377.7600  |  fax: 250.377.7610

Bc toll free: 1.888.388.4431

email: info@fness.bc.ca

Vancouver Office

squamish nation traditional territory 

102-70 orwell street, north vancouver, Bc  v7J 3r5

tel: 604.669.7305  |  fax: 604.669.9832

Bc toll free: 1.888.388.4431

email: info@fness.bc.ca 

Membership Makes a Difference!

https://www.fness.bc.ca/

@fness.Bc @fnessbc

report wildfires, unattended campfires or violations of regulations 

by calling *5555 on a cell or 1-800-663-5555 toll-free.

FNESS EMERGENCY CONTACTS

Wayne schnitzler - executive director 250-318-8278 wschnitzler@fness.bc.ca 

Bob Mills - recovery and emergency support services Manager 250-457-1694 bmills@fness.bc.ca

Brenden Mercer - decision support Manager 250-320-8611 bmercer@fness.bc.ca

Jamie svendsen - interim preparedness and response Manager  778-694-9211 jsvendsen@fness.bc.ca

Jim Macdonald - training Manager 778-694-1382 jmacdonald@fness.bc.ca 

nathan combs - fire services Manager 778-694-3900 ncombs@fness.bc.ca

Quentin nelson - Mitigation Manager 250-320-7682 qnelson@fness.bc.ca

if leaving a message, please provide your name, phone number, email address, community name and 

emergency concern. emergency contacts listed here gives access to key fness individuals who can assist 

communities with emergency concerns or events.

please contact the Kamloops or vancouver office for dealing with daily operations or business concerns.

FNESS After Hours Assistance Line

1-888-822-3388

mailto:info@fness.bc.ca
mailto:info@fness.bc.ca
mailto:info@fness.bc.ca 
mailto:info@fness.bc.ca 
https://www.fness.bc.ca/
https://www.fness.bc.ca/
https://www.fness.bc.ca/
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mailto:jsvendsen@fness.bc.ca
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