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national Winter Home fire safety campaign

our Journey through Winter fire safety

fness is proud to have partnered with indigenous services canada to deliver a national Winter 

Home fire safety campaign to first nation communities across canada. the intent of the campaign 

is to create community-based awareness of home fire hazards encountered during the winter 

months and learn how to mitigate hazards to keep your families safe. 

components of the campaign include one comprehensive 11”x17” poster (see below), five individual 

postcards for each winter home fire hazard: cooking safety, Home Heating safety, candle safety, 

smoke alarms and carbon monoxide detectors, and check on your elders and neighbours. safety 

sheets have been developed to accompany the poster and provide more in-depth safety tips. 

videos have been produced to complement the poster and provide another visual learning aid.  

all the materials are available for a free download at https://www.fness.bc.ca/core-programs/fire-

services/winter-fire-safety-national-campaign in both english and french languages. follow us on 

our social media channels and share our winter fire safety posts so that these life-saving messages 

reach as many people as possible.   
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executive director’s update

Wayne schnitzler

With the holiday season upon us, it is important for us to remember the 

valuable things in our lives: our family, our friends, and the health and 

safety of our communities.

during the winter months, there is an increased risk of fire hazards in our 

homes. i encourage you to download and review the life saving messaging 

in “our Journey through Winter fire safety” national campaign to help you 

keep your families safe this season. 

this last quarter has been very busy. fness continues to work with our 

partners to grow and refine our programs and services to support our 

communities better. if you have any questions, concerns or require assistance, please feel free to 

reach out to us. fness staff are here to support you and your community. 

manager updates

recovery and emergency support services

bob mills

the recovery and emergency support services (ess) department assists 

our first nation (fn) communities in the development of their own ess 

team of volunteers through training, either in person or via Zoom. We also 

help communities with evacuees to transition from other supports outside 

of their community, to their own community based program. 

We continue to provide 72hr emergency kits to communities who are in 

need. We prioritize the limited donation funds for these kits to 

communities that are remote, at higher risk of an emergency event or 

evacuation. 

our engagement with communities is slowing in anticipation of the holiday season and we will 

resume connecting with communities in the new year. thank you to everyone who has invited us 

into your communities and we look forward to seeing you again.

learn about emergency management (em) from home or office. consider joining fness’ online 

training sessions every thursday from 10:00 am – 12:00 pm via Zoom. send your request by email 

to bedwards@fness.bc.ca. our team provides recovery and ess training to fn communities in 

person or via Zoom. for any questions or further information please call me direct at 250-457-1694 

or by email bmills@fness.bc.ca. 

thank you for supporting us in the delivery of em that is culturally appropriate and indigenous 

focused. merry christmas and a very Happy and prosperous (in it’s many forms) new year! 

the recovery and ess department is comprised of the following:

alex Hubert - reg’l recovery & ess specialist melissa swakum - reg’l recovery & ess specialist

dianne Kehler - reg’l recovery & ess specialist sonya bigeagle - administrative coordinator

stephanie ford - reg’l recovery & ess specialist

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/safety/emergency-management/local-emergency-programs/assessment-analysis/first-time-login-hrva-tool
mailto:bedwards@fness.bc.ca
mailto:bedwards@fness.bc.ca
mailto:bedwards@fness.bc.ca
mailto:bmills@fness.bc.ca
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mitigation

Quentin nelson, fit

Weyt-k, Hello 

since september we have officially welcomed another two Wildfire 

specialists, one of whom is playing a central role in mentorship. We have 

also welcomed the first-ever fness provincial firesmart coordinator to 

the mitigation department. the expansion of the divisions within this 

department has allowed for increased engagement opportunities with 

nations to understand their community resiliency and wildfire risk 

reduction needs. in october, the 2023 community resiliency investment 

program and our operational fuel treatment, firesmart and cultural and 

prescribed fire programs went live as an open intake and are currently 

accepting applications. this month, we have released an exciting new pilot 

program that fness developed with the support of indigenous services 

canada called the Wildland fire equipment purchasing program. as we continue to grow, so will our 

services, and ultimately the support we are able to provide to nations.

We look forward to serving and being involved with our bc first nation communities and welcome 

you to contact us at mitigation@fness.bc.ca. 

the mitigation department is comprised of the following:

amanda reynolds, ba, bed - prov. firesmart coord. marc aymerich-casas, fit - mitigation liaison

caleb rempel, rft - mitigation liaison neil findlay, rpf - bighorn adventures ltd. (casual)

cathy macKenzie, rpf - mitigation specialist nick Wingfield - Wildfire specialist

darrick andrew, bnrs - mitigation liaison owen price, rft - mitigation specialist

dave pascal - cultural and prescribed fire specialist rob bosse - Wildfire specialist

Jeff mortimer, rft - Wildfire specialist robert mitchell, rpf - mitigation specialist

Karen alexandre - administrative coordinator vic upshaw - cultural and prescribed fire specialist

larry price, rpf - mitigation specialist

current program funding available

1. 2022-2023 FNESS-ISC On-Reserve Programs (ISC-Federal) 

application materials are ready to be viewed, with applications for this program being accepted starting 

october 3, 2022. https://www.fness.bc.ca/core-programs/mitigation/indigenous-services-canada-isc 

2. 2023 FireSmart Community Funding & Supports Program (UBCM-Provincial) 

the minister of forests provided more details  (https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2022for0036-000886) on 

continued funding for the firesmart community funding & supports program earlier this month. program 

materials are now available, and the 2023 intake opened october 1, 2022.

the firesmart community funding & supports (https://www.ubcm.ca/cri/firesmart-community-funding-

supports) provides funding to local governments and first nations in bc to increase community  resiliency 

by undertaking community-based firesmart planning and activities that reduce the community’s risk from 

wildfire.

3. *NEW* 2022-2023 Wildland Fire Equipment Purchasing Program (FNESS-ISC)

step 1 – expressions of interest will be received starting december 9, 2022 until march 31, 2023 on a first 

come, first serve basis until funding is exhausted. https://www.fness.bc.ca/resources/news/exciting-new-pilot 
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F N E S S - T E A M S
F i r s t N a t i o n s H e l p i n g F i r s t N a t i o n s

Wildland Firefighter Training Available

for more information visit:

https://www.fness.bc.ca/resources/news/fness-wildland-firefighter-training-available

 Lynn Orstad Award: Women in Wildfire Resiliency

the lynn orstad award – Women in Wildfire resiliency is an annual award honouring women who have 

made significant contributions in wildfire resilience and advocacy efforts. nominations are now open until 

february 27, 2023. the award will be presented in person at the Wildfire resiliency and training summit. 

for more information visit: https://firesmartbc.ca/lynnorstadaward/ 

SAVE THE DATE: Wildfire Resiliency and Training Summit

on may 10-14, 2023, the firesmart bc conference and the Wui symposium are merging into the must-

attend event of the year: the Wildfire resiliency and training summit. don’t miss out on this incredible 

five-day event with expert panels, leading-edge research, and chances to connect with people across the 

industry.

for more information visit: https://firesmartbc.ca/wildfire-resiliency-and-training-summit-2023/ 
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decision support

brenden mercer

decision support is the analytics arm of fness. using tools and technology, 

our department works to make life easier for the entire organization. We 

work in assignments to support the four pillars of emergency 

management: preparedness, mitigation, response and recovery. 

our new nutaniX servers are now up and running. We are continually 

working on improving accessibility and information tools to support our 

communities.

decision support has been working with the provincial ecosystem 

restoration team on fness’ integrated fire management project in the 

east Kootenay region. We also began working on a new mapping project 

identifying critical infrastructure points in communities in support of 

following up with fire safety assessments.

our team has been collaborating with first nations and local climate change leaders to compile and 

integrate climate data and develop tools to support local climate change initiatives. 

on november 9, we presented at the bgc engineering inc. (bgc) annual general meeting, we spoke 

about our work with bgc over the past year. fness presented with bgc at the indigenous mapping 

Workshop in edmonton on november 23.

We are nearing completion of a variable buffer width project, that alters structure buffers based on 

terrain to better reflect fire behavior so fuel treatments can be planned better.

the decision support department is comprised of the following:

tammy dong - administrative coordinator Jenny lin - preparedness 

carmichael Howes - recovery nathan Wisla - mitigation

guyu lin - environment and climate change

open House 

funders meet and greet

on november 18, decision support hosted a funders open House. We provided an update to our 

funders and have started a working group. in attendance were the following: 

• society of saint vincent de paul richmond crisis relief

• islamic relief canada

• fortis bc

• sukhvinder Kaur vinning

• the centre for israel and Jewish affairs

• fness decision support team reps

We can’t thank our funders enough for their

support!
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preparedness and response

Jamie svendsen (interim manager)

the preparedness and response team (p&r) have been busy this third 

quarter working with first nation communities across bc. 

We continue to deliver emergency operation center kits to communities. 

please reach out to bernadine edwards at bedwards@fness.bc.ca if you 

haven’t received one. 

in preparation for winter storms and spring freshet, we are planning 

internally and working with communities to prepare for and respond to 

potential incidents. p&r continues to build its response capacity with the 

addition of four new tiger dam trailers, which are available for 

deployment upon request and approval.

We continue to assist communities with updating Hazard risk vulnerability (Hrv) assessments and 

critical emergency plans so that our nations are better equipped for an emergency. our p&r team 

also coordinated the indigenous information session via zoom and have been assisting 

communities with their application for the disaster risk reduction (drr) - climate adaptation 

funding stream under the community emergency preparedness fund. 

the preparedness and response department is comprised of:

alison lomon - regional p&r specialist austin baldwin - on-call casual

casey larochelle - regional p&r specialist bernadine edwards - administrative coordinator

Kaye bright - regional p&r specialist brian lauzon - maintenance and equipment

trey Hale - regional p&r specialist devyn forsyth - on-call casual

trudy peterson - regional p&r specialist mark blue - on-call casual

tiffany traverse - regional p&r specialist

Indigenous Services Canada: Emergency Management   
Non-Structural Mitigation and Preparedness Program

Call for Applications: 2022-2023

no deadline to apply

the emergency management assistance program (emap) provides funding to first nations 

communities so they can build resiliency, prepare for natural hazards and respond using the 4 

pillars of emergency management:

• mitigation

• preparedness

• response

• recovery

the goal of the indigenous services canada non-structural mitigation and preparedness funding 

stream is to assist first nation communities on reserve to increase their preparedness and 

mitigation capacity.

for more information and to apply visit: 

https://www.sac-isc.gc.ca/eng/1643393966351/1643393982606#chp3

mailto:bedwards@fness.bc.ca
mailto:bedwards@fness.bc.ca
mailto:bedwards@fness.bc.ca
https://www.sac-isc.gc.ca/eng/1643393966351/1643393982606#chp3
https://www.sac-isc.gc.ca/eng/1643393966351/1643393982606#chp3
https://www.sac-isc.gc.ca/eng/1643393966351/1643393982606#chp3
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emergency management training

Jim macdonald

the fness training team has continued to expand our ability to deliver 

timely, effective, and applicable emergency management (em) training. 

over the last quarter we have directly delivered in-community training to 

an additional 40 first nations.

during some of those training events we have been able to continue to 

include joint training with the following partners:

FNESS continues to offer FREE on-line Emergency Management 
and Emergency Support Services Training Sessions 

COURSE SCHEDULE

Emergency Management Training, Thursdays 10:00 am - 12:00 pm
• January 5 and 12: Planning
• January 19 and 26: Operations
• February 2 and 9: Logistics
• February 16 and 23: Finance

Emergency Support Services (ESS) Training, Thursdays 1:00 - 3:00 pm
• December 15 and January 5: ESS Resources
• January 12 and 19: ESS Documentation
• January 26 and February 2: ERA or Not
• February 9 and 16: Evacuations
• February 23 and March 2: Worker Care
• March 9 and March 16: Personal and Family Preparedness
• March 23 and 30: ESS Recovery

If you are interested in attending or require more information, 
please contact the FNESS Training Team at training@fness.bc.ca

• regional districts

• neighbouring local authorities

• emergency management bc

• Health emergency management bc

• first nations Health authority

• bc Wildfire service

some of our training was delivered Just-in-time. that is to say, that when an emergency incident 

occurred in a nation that had not had a chance to previously train, our team brought applicable 

training to them while the incident was still developing.

our trainers continue to deliver weekly, scheduled, on-line em and emergency support service (ess) 

courses (see course schedule below). most sessions have had more than 30 participants. some of 

those participants are experienced emergency program coordinators who often share their 

experiences from actual emergency incidents.

looking ahead, we plan to deliver custom online courses to individual first nations’, facilitate 

tabletop and functional exercises, develop regional emergency program coordinator boot camps, 

and create an emergency preparedness public education program to help communities get “the 

word out.”

the training department is comprised of:

bernadine edwards - administrative coordinator Wendi omeasoo - training officer

Jackie Kloosterboer - casual training officer

mailto:training@fness.bc.ca
mailto:training@fness.bc.ca
mailto:training@fness.bc.ca
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fire services

nathan combs

simgigyat sigidim haa nak’ ganhl K’u ba wil xsit xw   

chiefs, matriarchs, and their children  

ando’ohl lax ha hl wa’y,    

my name is ando’ohl la                                                                        

lax gibuu ‘nii’y                 

i belong to the Wolf clan                                                                                                            

Wilps ‘Wii K’aax wil sa witxwi’y             

i come from House of Wii Kaax                              

go’ohl lax yiphl gitxsan wil jok’oy    

i live on gitxsan lands 

the fire services department has been actively engaging with communities through the province to 

help build capacity within their fire departments. our team has been delivering core programs such 

as: community first aid, firebox training, governance, fire department mentorship, public 

education presentations, and have hosted two youth bootcamps. 

the firefighter youth bootcamps were held in north vancouver and terrace, with over 45 youth in 

attendance. the bootcamp helps showcase the importance of volunteerism in community safety 

and involvement and share with youth the strong possibility of being a full-time professional 

firefighter and open the door to volunteering in their own communities. 

as first nations (fn) fire departments are seeing a decline in volunteerism at the firehalls, fness is 

offering assistance with recruitment and mentoring of fire departments to ensure that our fn 

firehalls continue to have people there to answer the call. in the new year, the fire services 

department looks forward to continuing working with nations to help maintain and improve fire 

safety. if your community is interested in any fire services training and programs, please visit 

www.fness.bc.ca or contact fireservices@fness.bc.ca  

the fire services department is comprised of the following: 

alisha Juma - administrator coordinator

chris turner - fire services officer

dan Heaton - fire services officer     

emerson adolph - fire services officer

i acknowledge the unceded ancestral lands of my people.

i pay my respects to the elders, past, present and emerging. 

i give thanks to the ancestors who guide and protect this land.

http://www.fness.bc.ca/
http://www.fness.bc.ca/
http://www.fness.bc.ca/
mailto:fireservices@fness.bc.ca
mailto:fireservices@fness.bc.ca
mailto:fireservices@fness.bc.ca


9safer and healthier communities. together.

fness youth firefighter bootcamps

in collaboration with fness’ fire services department, north vancouver fire rescue, district of north 

vancouver fire and rescue services, West vancouver fire rescue, and the north vancouver/West 

vancouver school districts, fness provided a 3-day bootcamp for 22 youth from october 20-22 on the 

north shore. the bootcamp covered items such as first aid training (cpr, choking, and aed use), fire 

extinguisher training, search and rescue drills, hose relays, donning and doffing turn out gear, 

firefighter communication skills, fire service career opportunities, and more! 

on november 2-3rd, fness in partnership with Kitsumkalum first nation, thornhill fire rescue, and the 

terrace fire department put on a first nations youth firefighter bootcamp in terrace, bc. students 

went through smoke alarm and fire prevention education, fire extinguisher training, auto excavation, 

hose relays, firefighter communication skills, fire service career opportunities in both volunteer and 

career capacities and did a ride along in the thornhill firetruck! 

thank you to all of our partners who helped make the youth bootcamps possible, as well as a big thank 

you to our youth and future firefighters!

north vancouver bootcamp - fire extinguisher training north vancouver bootcamp - hose handling

north vancouver bootcampterrace bootcamp - car fire and auto excavation
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FNESS EMERGENCY CONTACTS

Wayne schnitzler - executive director 250-318-8278 wschnitzler@fness.bc.ca 

bob mills - recovery and emergency support services manager 250-457-1694 bmills@fness.bc.ca

brenden mercer - decision support manager 250-320-8611 bmercer@fness.bc.ca

Jamie svendsen - interim preparedness and response manager  778-694-9211 jsvendsen@fness.bc.ca

Jim macdonald - training manager 778-694-1382 jmacdonald@fness.bc.ca 

nathan combs - fire services manager 778-694-3900 ncombs@fness.bc.ca

Quentin nelson - mitigation manager 250-320-7682 qnelson@fness.bc.ca

if leaving a message, please provide your name, phone number, email address, community name and 

emergency concern. emergency contacts listed here gives access to key fness individuals who can assist 

communities with emergency concerns or events.

please contact the Kamloops or vancouver office for dealing with daily operations or business concerns.

FNESS After Hours Assistance Line

1-888-822-3388

fire prevention Week Wrap up

fire prevention Week was held from october 9-15 this year. fness’ fire services department sent 

out fire prevention Week school resource packages to 155 first nation (fn) schools, preschools, 

and daycares, 71 fire departments, and 204 packages to all band offices in bc. all of the materials 

are available on the fness website for printing and distribution for continued use.

https://www.fness.bc.ca/core-programs/fire-services/fire-prevention-week 

throughout the year fness works with schools in fn communities to promote fire safety education. 

these photos are of chris turner, fire services officer, delivering a presentation in gitanmaax. 

mailto:wschnitzler@fness.bc.ca
mailto:bmills@fness.bc.ca
mailto:bmercer@fness.bc.ca
mailto:bmercer@fness.bc.ca
mailto:bmercer@fness.bc.ca
mailto:bmercer@fness.bc.ca
mailto:jsvendsen@fness.bc.ca
mailto:jsvendsen@fness.bc.ca
mailto:ncombs@fness.bc.ca
mailto:qnelson@fness.bc.ca
https://www.fness.bc.ca/core-programs/fire-services/fire-prevention-week
https://www.fness.bc.ca/core-programs/fire-services/fire-prevention-week
https://www.fness.bc.ca/core-programs/fire-services/fire-prevention-week
https://www.fness.bc.ca/core-programs/fire-services/fire-prevention-week
https://www.fness.bc.ca/core-programs/fire-services/fire-prevention-week
https://www.fness.bc.ca/core-programs/fire-services/fire-prevention-week
https://www.fness.bc.ca/core-programs/fire-services/fire-prevention-week
https://www.fness.bc.ca/core-programs/fire-services/fire-prevention-week
https://www.fness.bc.ca/core-programs/fire-services/fire-prevention-week
https://www.fness.bc.ca/core-programs/fire-services/fire-prevention-week
https://www.fness.bc.ca/core-programs/fire-services/fire-prevention-week
https://www.fness.bc.ca/core-programs/fire-services/fire-prevention-week
https://www.fness.bc.ca/core-programs/fire-services/fire-prevention-week
https://www.fness.bc.ca/core-programs/fire-services/fire-prevention-week
https://www.fness.bc.ca/core-programs/fire-services/fire-prevention-week
https://www.fness.bc.ca/core-programs/fire-services/fire-prevention-week
https://www.fness.bc.ca/core-programs/fire-services/fire-prevention-week
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for more information please contact:

First Nations’ Emergency Services Society

Kamloops Office

tk’emlúps te secwépemc (ttes) traditional territory 

a274 Halston road, Kamloops, bc  v2H 1p7

tel: 250.377.7600  |  fax: 250.377.7610

Vancouver Office

squamish nation traditional territory 

102-70 orwell street, north vancouver, bc  v7J 3r5

tel: 604.669.7305  |  fax: 604.669.9832

Membership Makes a Difference!

https://www.fness.bc.ca/

@fness.bc @fnessbc

bc toll free: 1.888.388.4431

email: info@fness.bc.ca 

fness Holiday office Hours
fness offices will be closed for the holidays from                                

december 23 to January 2.  We will re-open on January 3, 2023.

for emergencies please contact training manager Jim macdonald at 

jmacdonald@fness.bc.ca or call 778-694-1382.

fness’ board of directors, 

management and staff 

wish you the warmest 

holiday greetings 

and best wishes for 

happiness in the 

new year!

https://www.fness.bc.ca/
https://www.fness.bc.ca/
https://www.fness.bc.ca/
https://www.fness.bc.ca/
https://www.fness.bc.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/FNESS.BC
https://twitter.com/fnessbc
mailto:info@fness.bc.ca 
mailto:info@fness.bc.ca 
mailto:jmacdonald@fness.bc.ca

